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“It’s a very strong signal. It shows 
that there is at least one way of 
f inding the keys of the jai l 
because we have been told that 
it was impossible to leave the EU 
and the UK has just demonstrated 
that when people want it, well, 
you can set up the conditions to 
exit the EU, so thank you for 
showing us the way out from this 
huge prison which is the EU for the 
people.” 

Marine Le Pen



"It is also an evening where the 
Netherlands, after Brexit and the 
American elections, has said ‘no’ to the 
wrong sort of populism. Now it’s 
important to bring our country together 
and form a stable government." 

Mark Rutte

















Why it happened







“Where do we stand?  We are not members of 
the European Defence Community, nor do we 
intend to be merged in a federal European 
system.  We feel we have a special relation to 
both, expressed by the preposition ‘with’ but not 
‘of’ – we are with them, but not of them.  We 
have our own Commonwealth and Empire.”   

Winston Churchill, 1951













"With courage and conviction 
I believe we can achieve a 
new settlement in which Britain 
can be comfortable and all 
our countr ies can thrive. 
Because I believe something 
very deeply. That Britain’s 
national interest is best served 
in a flexible, adaptable and 
open European Union and 
that such a European Union is 
best with Britain in it. Over the 
coming weeks, months and 
years, I will not rest until this 
debate is won. For the future 
of my country. For the success 
of the European Union. And 
for the prosperity of our 
peoples for generations to 
come."  

David Cameron, 2013



Demos-cracy















Geostrategic consequences



“The first for us is naturally the British Commonwealth and 
Empire, with all that that comprises.  Then there is also the 
English-speaking world, centring upon the United States, in 
which we, Canada and the other British Dominions play so 
important a part.  And finally there is United Europe … Now if 
you think of the three interlinked circles you will see that we are 
the only country that has a great part in every one of them. We 
stand in fact at the very point of junction, and here in this island 
at the centre of the seaways and perhaps of the airways also 
we have the opportunity of joining them all together.”   

Winston Churchill, 1948



“In my 
lifetime, 
Europe has 
been the 
source of our 
problems, not 
the source of 
our solutions.  
It’s America 
and Britain 
that saved 
the world.”











11. Conclusions?






